
What is Classical Fencing ?
“Classical” is a term for fencing stretching from the late 18th century to the early part of the 20th 
century.  If one had to place emphasis on any point in history, it would have to be with the Italian 
master, Domenico Angelo who wrote his treatise L'Ecole des armes in 1763 (using his likeness in the 
illustrations), and establishing the Angelo School of Arms in London in 1764.  

Apart from the timeline of history, classical fencing can also be
separated by methodology (what is being taught) and pedagogy (how it
is being taught)–as well as how it contrasts with Olympic-style
fencing.  The nature of classical fencing can be summed up these two
great masters; Domenico Angelo & Louis Rondelle.

“In the art of fencing, much depends on a guidance of sight, agility in
the wrist, a staunchness in the parades, and keeping a solid firmness in
the centrical motion of the body when a thrust is made; to be flexible
in the whole frame; not to abandon yourself or flutter.” -Domenico Angelo

“A classical fencer is supposed to be one who observes a fine position,
whose attacks are fully developed, whose hits are marvelously
accurate, his parries firm and his ripostes executed with precision.
One must not forget that this regularity is not possible unless the
adversary is a party to it. It is a conventional bout, which consists of
parries, attacks, and returns, all rhyming together.” -Louis Rondelle 

               Domenico Angelo

Fencing was classically taught within two main schools: the French and the Italian.  Though a rivalry 
between the two schools existed, it was predominantly the French school that was of the most influence
in the U.S. and England.  It is generally accepted that Jean-Louis Michel (5'2, Haitian-born duelist) and
Baptiste Bertrand (successor to Angelo) were the founders of the “modern” French School.   Although 
no treatise from these two were produced, their teachings and influence were brought to the States and 
England through teachers such as Louis Rondelle and François Darrieulat.

Fencing in the early-20th century brought many great teachers such as:  Julio Castello (1933), Aldo 
Nadi (1943) and Clovis Delandrier (1948).  However, after World War II, and the advent of the 
electrical scoring system in 1950, fencing began to get more and more stylized.  After a while, fencing 
began to lose it's connection to the past (the art of hitting and not getting hit yourself) and became a 
glorified game of electric tag.  Although the athleticism, time, and effort that goes into 
“sport/modern/Olympic” fencing is something that should be commended and appreciated, it is fair to 
say that (for the most part) the art of swordplay as a form of self-defense and self-preservation has been
lost.  

Luckily there are many great schools and clubs in the United States and abroad, eager to maintain the 
traditions, methodologies and skills of this time.For more information and links to these, visit our 
website.  
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